
eTwinning nEwSlETTEr

It has been a very exciting couple of months for eTwinning. An Irish school was awarded first 
place in the eTwinning Prizes competition, our first bilateral eTwinning workshop was held in 
Belfast in partnership with the British Council and there are now over 55,000 schools across 
Europe registered for eTwinning! In the coming months, we look forward to more schools 
registering for eTwinning, finding partner schools and engaging in interesting collaborations. 
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Knockaclarig National School, 
Castleisland, Co. Kerry was announced 
as a winner in its category in a Europe-
wide competition for schools involved 
in eTwinning. Knockaclarig N.S. is 
twinned with a school in Sweden 
and the project is called ‘Make a film 
and share IT with friends 2.0!’ At this 
year’s annual eTwinning conference 
in Prague on 13-15 February, the 
European Commission announced 
the ten outstanding eTwinning school 
projects. The Principal of Knockaclarig 
N.S., Mr. Tom Roche, was in attendance 
at the conference and the project 
was showcased along with the other 
finalists.
The event in Prague hosted over 400 
participants, comprising teachers 
from across Europe, representatives 
from eTwinning’s Central and National 
Support Services, and other important 
stakeholders in school education. The 
conference focused on ‘Creativity and 
eTwinning’ and speakers included Ján 
Figel’, the European Commissioner for 
Education, Training, Culture and Youth; 

as well as Dr. Edward de Bono, the 
Ambassador for the European Year of 
Creativity and Innovation 2009, and a 
recognised world authority in the field 
of lateral thinking.
The basis for the Kerry/Swedish project 
was the production, sharing and 
feedback on media material. Pupils 
from the two schools collaborated to 
produce films, with themes chosen 
from the syllabus. One of the themes 
the Kerry pupils worked on was Irish 
wild flowers. This involved local 
fieldwork and capturing images of 
the flowers they had selected. They 
researched the local and botanical 
names of the flowers and learned the 
Swedish names from their partners. 
Each student gave an audio report on 
one of the flowers. The project work 
then moved into other curriculum 
areas such as drawing the plants 
and choosing music to accompany 
a journey to a field. Much of their 
research was built into the slideshow 
that they uploaded to the blog. 

Mr. Roche believes this eTwinning 
project is a great example of social 
networking. There was “ease of 
communication, query and willingness 
to exchange and learn more about the 
other person’s point of view” and his 
pupils got a picture of Sweden “that 
could not be assimilated through an 

atlas or a text book”. He further added 
that “while Science was the kernel of 
the project module and it was strictly 
adhered to, a myriad of topics surfaced 
and were treated in many different 
formats”.
Further information can be found at 
http://blog.eun.org/film2/

Irish School Achieves First Place in European eTwinning Competition

On 28-30 November 2008, Léargas 
and the British Council held a bilateral 
eTwinning Workshop in Belfast entitled 
‘History and Culture−Our European 
Heritage’. Twenty-eight participants 
from both the UK and Ireland took 
part with the joint aims of developing 
eTwinning partnerships and making 
creative use of ICT tools.
On the Friday afternoon, the group 
visited the Ulster Folk and Transport 
Museum at Cultra. Afterwards, the 
teachers discussed potential project 

ideas. In order to provide an overview 
of the ICT tools which could be used 
within eTwinning, two workshops were 
held on the Saturday, focusing on 
Vokis/Audacity by Sharon Tonner and 
Web 2.0 tools by Cliff Brown. 
eTwinning is a flexible programme 
and it is ultimately the teachers who 
decide on the tools to be used to 
support projects. It could be as simple 
as emailing or teachers could decide 
to use the newest, most innovative 
Web 2.0 tools in their projects. With 

this in mind, two workshops were run 
on how to use the Twinspace and the 
eTwinning portal. 
By Sunday morning, partnerships 
had been formed and project ideas 
were finalised. The project groups all 
presented their ideas.

eTwinning Bilateral Workshop
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The Central Support Service for eTwinning has now 
launched a podcast service where people involved in 
eTwinning−such as teachers, NSS, CSS and experts−are 
interviewed on various topics.  
eTwinning podcasts are available in the Interviews section 
of the Portal. You can subscribe to them via RSS feeds or 
listen to them directly in MP3 format. The first episode is 
an interview with Christina Crawley, eTwinning Web Editor, 
on the subject of the new eTwinning Portal launched last 
autumn.

eTwinning nEwSlETTEr

Desktop Tools
The Desktop is your personal protected 
area containing all the tools you need 
to participate in eTwinning. Once 
registered, simply log in to your 
Desktop and use various features to 
look for new contacts, discuss ideas, 
set up projects with one or more 
partners and manage personal, school 
and project profiles. 

Updating your profiles  
Keep your personal, school and project 
profiles up-to-date so that other 
eTwinners can learn about you and 
contact you about similar interests. 
Within your profile, you can include 
information about yourself, your 
project ideas, activity updates, photo 
galleries, and much, much more.

looking for partners
Search: Based on your profile and 
interests you can perform either a 
simple or advanced partner search 
according to various criteria. 
Forum: Post messages describing your 
project ideas and interests or answer 
messages posted by other eTwinners. 
You can also search through messages 
according to various criteria.

Stumble upon people: When visiting 
other members’ profiles, you can see 
their contacts and project partners, and 
possibly find someone you feel would 
be a perfect contact for yourself.

Discussing ideas
Mailbox: As an eTwinner, you have 
your own internal messaging system 
which allows you to safely exchange 
messages with other members 
registered on the Portal. 
Chat: On the eTwinning Desktop, you 
can see when your contacts are online 
and open a chat room to talk about 
a potential project or discuss ideas 
about eTwinning in general.
Project ideas: Include as many ideas 
as you like about potential eTwinning 
collaborations. If you see an idea 
that interests you in someone else’s 
profile, add a ‘me too’ to send them a 
notification.

Sharing results
TwinBlog: Give feedback on your project 
activities by posting on your project 
TwinBlog, accessible through your 
Desktop. You can publish for everyone 
to see, or keep it private between you 
and your National Support Service.

getting recognition
eTwinning Labels: Download and 
print out your eTwinning Label for 
your registered project. If your project 
has reached a certain level of quality, 
you can then apply for an eTwinning 
Quality Label.

TwinSpace Tools
what is the TwinSpace? why should 
i use it?
The TwinSpace is a virtual ‘classroom’ 
where eTwinning partnerships run 
their projects. It is a safe (password- 
protected) environment where 
pupils can work without the risk of 
meeting unknown persons or harmful 
content. The TwinSpace is aimed at 
users who are not computer experts 
and is tailor-made to provide all the 
necessary planning, communication 
and publishing functions to run a 
successful collaborative project. You 
are not required to use all the tools 
available in the TwinSpace. You can 
choose those that match your teaching 
needs and yours and your pupils’ 
skills. 

Learn More About eTwinning

eTwinning Podcasts

The National Support Service (NSS) for eTwinning in 
Turkey is part of the General Directorate of Education 
Technologies within the Turkish Ministry of Education 
(MEB Eğitim Teknolojileri Genel Müdürlüğü). 
If you would like to get in touch with a Turkish school, you 
can search for registered Turkish schools in your Desktop 
in the ‘Partner Finding’ section.

www.etwinning.ie

Turkey Joins eTwinning

We are pleased to announce that 
Turkey is now part of eTwinning. 

Listen to interviews about eTwinning on the portal
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